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      Newsletter June 2022  

  

They're more expensive to buy 

 

Motorists are driving a car-buying revolution — with electric vehicles accounting for 
one in three new car sales. 

There are 400,000 already on the roads, up from 130,000 five years ago. And this 
figure is rising rapidly as the Government seeks to ban sales of new petrol and diesel 
cars and vans by 2030. 

Surging fuel prices are also boosting their popularity. So much so that UK motorists 
bought more electric vehicles last year than in the previous five years combined. 

But they don't come cheap — and many people will be wondering if it's worth the 
investment. 

Electric cars typically cost more than petrol equivalents. For example, a Vauxhall 
Mokka-e is £5,000 more expensive than the same model in a 1.2-litre petrol version. 

The cheapest new model on the market is currently the SEAT Mii Electric at £21,300, 
while the UK's best-selling electric car is Tesla's Model 3, which starts from around 
£45,990. 

However, the Government currently provides a grant worth up to £1,500 towards 
electric cars under £32,000. 

While there is no formal deadline for this grant, the maximum amount has been cut by 
£500 every year since 2018, when it was worth £3,500. The money should 
automatically be applied by dealers. 

There is a waiting list for some Electric Cars of six months to one year for delivery. 

 

Congratulations to William Butcher and National Observer Syd Beck, for 
passing the advanced driving test. 

Congratulations to Sarah Sillett and National Observer Syd Beck, for passing 
the advanced driving test. 
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British motor industry suffers worst May 

New car sales fell nearly 21 per cent over the past year 'despite demand', as car 
makers continue to struggle to source components and fulfill orders, new industry 
figures have showed. 

Just 124,394 cars were registered last month, down from 156,373 last year, marking 
the second weakest May in 30 years after May 2020, when the UK was in lockdown. 

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) said semiconductor 
shortages and supply chain issues have continued to hamper new sales and the 
fulfilment of existing orders. 

In April, the industry body downgraded its forecast for the number of cars expected to 
be sold this year by 9 per cent - from 1.89million new cars to just 1.72million. 

Supply chain issues have contributed to an overall market decline in the year to date 
of 8.7 per cent, or 62,724 fewer units sold compared to the same period in 2021. 

Sales of new plug-in hybrids declined 25.5 per cent to 7,339 new units, while hybrids 
were up 12 per cent to 14,561 cars. 

A total of 7,614 diesel cars were registered last month, compared to 15,474 in May 
2021 - a decline of almost 51 per cent. 

How to save hundreds on car insurance 

Drivers could save hundreds of pounds a year on their car insurance by switching 
provider, yet most stay on the same policy and pay far more than they should.  

Insurers have been ordered by watchdog the Financial Conduct Authority to stop 
ramping up prices for loyal customers at renewal, but your current insurer may not be 
the cheapest and best for you and it's still worth checking prices. 

Comparing car insurance prices via comparison sites is easy, and you can check the 
best prices across a huge range of insurers in less than five minutes. Customers are 
also able to compare the quality of the policies offered, and see whether they represent 
a better deal than their current provider. 

An online comparison service can do the hard work for you. Put in your details and 
check the prices that come up. You can alter the excess that you are willing to pay 
Motorists are urged to ensure they are comparing like-for-like. Some policies may 
seem cheaper on the surface, but on closer inspection they might not offer the same 
level of cover when you have to make a claim.and the mileage you will drive, and get 
new quotes.  
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Honda marks the 50th anniversary 

Honda Civic, which this year marks its 50th anniversary with a new hybrid-only 
incarnation.  

First launched in 1972, the new 11th generation Civic e:HEV will be available to order 
from July from about £23,000. 

It features Honda's award-winning e:HEV full hybrid powertrain — which shifts 
seamlessly between pure electric EV, hybrid and engine driving with no need for input 
from the driver — and fulfils the Japanese car maker's plans to electrify all mainstream 
models by the end of this year. 

The self-charging hybrid set-up combines a new 2-litre petrol engine with two electric 
motors to produce 181bhp.  

The Civic was built at Honda's Swindon plant in the UK until it closed in 2019 and is 
now built in Japan for the European market. Since its launch, the Civic has sold more 
than 27.5 million models across 170 countries.  

Save us from the £100 tank of fuel! 

Ministers are facing mounting pressure to cut fuel taxes further after the cost of filling 
a family car with diesel passed £100 for the first time. 

The price hit a record average of 182.59p a litre, industry figures revealed. Filling a 
typical 55-litre tank now costs £100.42 – up from £72 this time last year. 

Most drivers fill up twice every four weeks, meaning average monthly fuel bills have 
surged £56 in 12 months. 

Police-backed initiative offers drivers 

Car owners are being offered the chance to get their catalytic converters marked to 
deter thieves and help police identify stolen property. 

Security firm SmartWater has announced the first ever national initiative, backed by 
the police, in order to tackle catalytic converter theft.  

Instances of the crime peaked in March last year with 3,245 recorded in the UK that 
month. Despite thefts initially declining after the spring, they are now on the rise again. 

In March this year 2,254 catalytic converters were reported stolen, up 11 per cent from 
February when 2,025 were taken, according to the Centre For Infrastructure and Asset 
Protection, a division of SmartWater Group.  

It is hoped that MOT test stations, garages and dealerships will join the initiative, giving 
greater access to drivers. 
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Public electric car charging costs climb 20% 

The average cost of charging an electric car on a public rapid charger has increased 
by over 20 per cent since September 2021, showing the impact the energy crisis is 
having on electric vehicle drivers. 

Figures show a 7.81p per kWh increase from the end of last summer, taking average 
prices from 36.74p to 44.55p per kWh.  

This means that the average cost to complete an 80 per cent rapid charge of a typical 
family-sized electric car with a 64kWh battery has increased by £4, from £18.81 to 
£22.81.  

However, that remains well below the cost of filling a 55-litre petrol family car from 
empty to 80 per cent, which has increased by a huge £14.54 since last September, 
from £59.67 to £74.21. 

Check our web site for updates, meeting etc., 

www.iamteesside.org.uk 
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If you require further information about this newsletter or would like any item included 

please contact the Newsletter Editor syd@sbeck.uk  Mobile 07722 311540  

  

Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Teesside Advanced 

Motorist or the IAM Roadsmart 
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